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Dear Parents,  

     These holiday months are hectic and exciting all at once. 
November flew by so quickly and now we are almost ready for 
winter break! 

     It was wonderful meeting with all of you during parent-
teacher conferences. Now that the first marking period has come 
to a close and the second one has begun, it is typical to see your 
child really blossom and mature as a student. During the upcoming 
winter months, we delve deeper into our reading and writing 
curriculum. The expectations increase, and so do the students’ 
ability to meet those expectations.  

     In science, we will be wrapping up our unit on light. Students 
have engaged in a variety of experiments following the scientific 
method. They wrote up the experiments to solidify their 
understanding, as well as improve their explanatory writing skills.  

     Our trip to the Connecticut Science Center was a blast! The 
students were so excited to visit each exhibit and gained an 
understanding of different aspects of science. I was very 
impressed with the way the students behaved and followed 
directions. You should have received a complimentary coupon for 
another free visit. I’m sure your child would love to return to the 
center for another day of fun-filled learning.  



      In math, students have been focusing on fractional concepts. 
For example, they have been building knowledge on equivalent 
fractions, comparing and ordering fractions, and the relationship 
between mixed numbers and improper fractions. We have also 
explored a variety of ways to add and subtract fractions. The 
students have become quite adept at using equivalent fractions to 
help them solve problems with unlike denominators. We will 
eventually multiply and divide fractions toward the end of the 
second marking period. For the next few weeks, we will revisit 
long multiplication and long division. I know some of the students 
struggled when dividing with two digit divisors. Be patient. 
Mastery will come with time and practice.  

     Students have started working in targeted reading groups in 
which they will apply the lessons taught in class to their 
literature studies. Each group of students will focus on building 
better fluency when reading out loud, developing stronger 
metacognition by listening to the voice inside their heads while 
reading, and deepening comprehension through discussion and 
analysis of text. Although there are four groups in the class, we 
stay connected by reading books on the same theme. This month’s 
theme is survival. All of the stories are very suspenseful and 
intriguing.  When students are not meeting in their group, they 
are working on reading activities provided on a personalized 
prescription form tailored to their needs. So far, the students are 
doing well managing their requirements and completing their tasks 
with care. 

     In November, we finished our literary essay unit in writing. 
Students have now moved into the argument/opinion writing unit. 
Following a program designed by Teacher’s College, students began 



their learning by focusing on a debate of whether chocolate milk 
should be served in schools. After they understand how to collect 
information from articles, organize their information, and create 
an outline for their writing, they will be instructed on techniques 
to make the writing most effective. We will engage in the 
argument essay writing process several more times during the 
month of January. Students grow dramatically in their writing 
abilities during this unit.  

     In years past, the students have enjoyed participating in a 
cultural luncheon to share their heritages during the holiday 
season, and I would like to do this again this year. Each student 
would bring in a food item representing some portion of his/her 
heritage. Our room moms will provide a sign up sheet online 
through Sign Up Genius. We need mostly lunch items and a few 
desserts. The students are very excited to be a part of this 
celebration.  

     I’m sure everyone is looking forward to a joyous holiday 
season. Enjoy the time with your children and family. I appreciate 
working with your children each day and look forward to the 
growth we will see in the New Year! 

 

        Fondly, 

        Lisa LoPresti 

       

      


